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— | A Br ief * TEW of | the Late Scots Miniſtry ; and 
| of the R ta $0Ns the Scots bad to wiſh for 4 
i Deliverance from them, by the Union. 


” 


put you in mind, that ever ſince the Union of the Crowns in 1602. we have 
bad a continued Strugele with our Miniſtry, who were for molt part either 
Z Tools to yours, or (if not mean enough to ſtoop ſo low) entirely at the De- 
2 votion of ſuch of our Princes as aim'd at an abſolute Authority over us both. 
»Tis well enough known, that the Invaſion of our Conſtitution by thoſe Miniſters 
which led the Way for the like Attempts upon yours, laid the Foundation of the 
Civil War, and of all the miſchievous Conſequences that attended it, *tiit we and 
you were both ſwallow'd up by a Standing Army. 

1 *Tis not unknown to you that we made the firſt Publick Step towards recover- 
* ing our ſelves and you both, from the Anarchy which enſued; and tho' we paid 
dear for it, were alſo the firſt who contributed to the Reſtoration. p 
is needleſs to recount how ungratefully we were rewarded, and that we were 
ſo much diſappointed of our Expectations, in recovering our Liberty under King 
Charles II. that we were more op preſs d than ever. | 
Being full freighted however with Loyalty, and bearing an inviolable Affection 
to the Royal Line, we ſettled the Duke of York's Succeſſion, when you were for 
excluding him. Notwithſtanding which, inſtead of our being more favour'd on 
that Account, he ſubverted our Conſtitution at once, and by Deſpotical Procla- 
2? mations, ſuch as none of his Predeceſſors durſFever iſſue, he pretended to annul 
all the Laws that eſtabliſn'd our Reformation. This, with the heavy Oppreſſion 
vue lay under in other Reſpects, made us chearfully concur with you in the late 
happy Revolution; when, having found by Experience, that we could promiſe 
our ſelves no Security in any thing, while we were in a ſeparate State, our Con- 
vention did then make the firſt Motion for an Union of the Nations as well as of 
the Crowns. „ a 3 

But inſtead of that, you know what Hardſhips we ſuffered in King William's 
- Reign by the Influence of our Miniſtry in the Matter of our Hfican Company, 
© Darien, Colony, &c. which put us upon Endeavours to ſecure our ſelves in a ſepa- 
rate State, by obtaining Limitations upon the next Succeſſor after the Determina- 
tion of the Entail,as 'twas ſettled by our Declaration of Rights at the Revolution. 
ld muſt beg Leave to infilt a little upon this, becauſe it will ſer what follows in a 
clear Light, and help to diſcover the Temper of the then Scots Miniſtry ; as alſo 
with what View they ſince fell in with the Union, and at the ſame Time will juſti= 
fie the honeſt Part of our Nation for eadeavouring to be delivered from ſuch a Set 
of Men, which was one of che main Reaſons that brought many of them into the 
Union, tho” hitherto they bave been diſappointed of their * "0h . 
| Thoſe of our Parliameht-men, and others, who were true Friends to the Pro- 


I} order to give you a better View of our preſent State, I muſt beg Leave to 


_—_— enten fe reit Oppolition from our Courtiers, they thought 
it neceſſary in the firſt Place to ſecure themſelves againſt a Popiſh Succeſſor; there- 
fore, ia the Seſſion of Parliament, after King Miliam's Death in 1703. they propos d 
à Bill for an Oath to Abjure the Pretender, which carried a firſt Reading; but how 
it came ta be quaſn d, and not to paſs into a Law, the D. of , then Her v 
Majeſty's High Commiſſioner, and his Friends, are ſuppos'd to be capable of nc 
giving the beſt Account. Beſides other Reaſons which our honeſt Patriots had to 


preſs that Bill, *cis too well known to be deny'd, that by the Change then made in \ 10 
the Scots Miniſtry, and other Proceedings, Things look d with a very bad Aſpect Þ of 
tor the Revolution Intereſt in Scotland; inſomuch that a Letter was procured from- 8e 


Her Majeſty in Favour of the Non-jurant Clergy, which embolden'd them to pro- 4. 
poſe a Toleration in Parliament to be eſtabliſh'd by a Law, without obliging them F} EX 
to own Her Majeſty's Title; and one of the principal Arguments they inſiſted- ir 
upon for obtaining this Liberty was, That they were her Father's Friends. At the d 
ſame Time *cis obſervable, that there was no Mention made of the Proteſtant Suc- ? 
cellion during that Seſſion of Parliament, in the Speeches of our Miniſters, or _ ? 
otherwiſe; which added to our Jealouſies, that they were not very fond of it. 
I doubt not but you will be ſatisfy?d that our Suſpicion was not ill founded, when 
you conſider, that before the meeting of the Seſſion in 1703. ſuch a General In- 
demnity was ſent down by our Scots Miniſtry, and couatei ſigu'd by the D. of 

-, as many People from St. Germains came over upon it, to the great Ter- 
ror of all the true Friends of the Revolution Intereſt ; and ?cis to be obſerved, that 
this Indemnity pardon'd all Crimes paſt to thoſe at St. Germains, without ſo much 
as a Condition in it, requiring them to leave the Place if they would reap the 
Benefit of it. This gave them an Opportunity to promote that Intereſt, as a- 
pear'd ſoon after by the Scots Plot. Nor is it to be deny d that Captain Frazer, and. 
others, who acted the Part of Plotters inſtead of Diſcoverers, as was pretended, | 
were furniſhed with Paſſes, and protected in going and coming betwixt Scotland 
and France, by Means of the D. of 2, E. of L 7, and others then in 
Truſt with the Affairs of our Nation. © . 5 

And as a Proof that the Conduct of our Miniſtry was all of a Piece, when the | 
Earl of Marchmont, who was our Lord High Chancellor in King William's Time, 
but laid aſide at his Death, had form'd a ſtrong Party in that Parliament for ſettling, 
the Proteſtant Succeſſion, on Promiſe of the D. of Q. s Concurrence, the 
D. diſcovered the Concert which defeated the Deſign, and the Earl's Draught of 
an Act which he offered for ſettling the Succeſſion on Limitations, was ſcandalouſly - 
treated and thrownꝰ out for want of the Concurrence of our Courtiers. 1 
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taken Notice of as a Thing of the greateſt Danger imagtnable ro your Nation; Tu- 
ſomuch chat it I be not miſinform'd a noted Gentleman of the Long Robe, ſaid 
Sd ia your Houſe of Commons, That if any Engliſhman advis'd or conſented to that Att, 
WW be was gnilty of little leſs than Treaſon, and ſome of your great Lords and Miniſters 
er © were ſo apprehenſive of this, that-they declared in the Houſe of Peers they gave 
of no Advice about it, or Conſent to it. | 


o The Deſigns of our Miniſtry will appear yet more plain, if we confider that 
in ia the ſame Parliament an Act was paſs'd by their Influence, Allowing the Importation 
ct ef all Sortsof Mines and other Foreign Liquors, tho' the Duke of Hamilton, and the- 
m Squadron proteſted ag 2:n57-allowing the Importation of French [Vines and Brandy, ar 


I & diſbozourable to Her Majeſty, inconſiſtent with the Grand Alliance, and prejudicial to the 
m F Honour, Safety, Intereſt and Trade of the Kingdom; and tho the Marquis of Twedale;; 
d.- F in Name of the Country Party, offered an Equivalent, if our Courtiers would: 
e F drop the Bill. . 

A worthy Member charg'd this home upon our Miniſtry, in a Speech upon 
r _ 7 that Occaſion, wherein he had thoſe remarkable Expreſſions. To repeal ſuch a 
Lau in Time of War, will ſound admirably well in EYgland and Holland, ſince: 
i. ee tis no leſs than a direct Breach of our Alliance with thoſe Nations, and exactly 
(calculated to inform the World of. the Inclinations of our Miniſters No Man 
in this Houſe can be ignorant, that this Act will not only open a Trade and Cor- 
[ 


reſpondence with Fance, contrary to the Declaration of War, and our ſtanding” 
3 © Laws, but that the Deſign of thoſe who promote the paſſing this Act, is to have 
©2 Trade directly with Fance, and bribe Mea to betray our Liberty. If any Juſtice: 
were to be found in this Nation, the Adviſers of theſe Things had. been long ſince 
$ brought to à Scaffold. 255 | | 
And that our Miniſtry had as little Inclination at that Time to an Union, as 

they had to the Proteſtant Succeſſion, I think. will appear plain from this, that in 
that ſame Parliament they ſuffered a Reſolve to paſs to make void the Commiſſion for 
treating of au Union with England, and diſcharging any other Commiſſion for that End 
without the Conſent of our Parliament; but here Pain tis neceſſary to obſerve: that 

our honeſt Members fell in with this Reſolve, becauſe they were unwilling to truſt- 

a Thing of that Conſequence in the Hands of the then Miniſtry, which our Mini- 
ſters knew well enough, and therefore muſt have had ſome other End in ſuffering id 

to paſs, as will appear by what follows. | | 
The Proteſtant Succeſſion met with another very-remarkable Defeat in the Par-- 
liament of 1704. when the Marquis of Twedale was Her Majeſty's Commiſſioner, . 
tho' Her Majeſty recommended the ſame in Her Letter thus, : 

Ihe main Thing we recommend to you, and which we recommend with all 
©the Earneſtneſs we are capable of, is the ſettling the Succeſſion in the Proteſtant 
Line, as that which is abſolutely neceſſary tor your own Peace and Quietnels, as 
ell as our Quiet and Security in all our Dominions, for the Reputation of our 
Affairs abroad, and conſequently for ſtrengthning the Proteſtant Intereſt every 
© where; this has been our fix'd Judgment ever ſince we came to the Crown, and 

© tho” hitherto Opportunities have not anſwered our Intention, Matters are now 

© come to that paſs, by the undoubted Evidences of the Deſigns ot our Enemies, that: 

© 4 longer Delay of ſettling che Succeſſion in che Proteſtant Line, may have very 

© dangerous Conſequences, and a Diſapointment of ir would make that our King-- 
a Coat C and expoſe it to Deyaltatioa and Ruin. 


The Lord Commiſſioner and the Earl of Seafield, then Lord Chaacellor, in 
their Speeches to the Parliament, recommended the Succeſſion with the ſame 


EarneſtneG;- and the Earl of Cromarty, then Secretary of State, to obviate an 


Aſperſion, as if the Queen had a ſecret Will coatrary to Her expreſs Will 
which ſhe had declar'd ta Her Royal Letter, acquainted the Parliament, That 
he was certain of the comrary, becauſe Her Majeſty commanded him, and Her other 


Servants, expreſly to aſſure the Houſe, That nothing in Her Service could pleaſe Her 
better than to Believe and Dory Her in what ſhe propos d in Her Letter, and no- 


thing conld diſpleaſe Her more than to do otherwiſe. 


doubt not but you will grant, that it was impoſſible to make Uſe of more 
forcible and preſſing Arguments to ſhew the abſolute Neceſlicy of ſettliug the 


Proteſtant Succeſſion, than thoſe inſiſted on by Her Majeſty, and that the 
Danger of doing otherwiſe could not he better demonſtrated than it was by 


that Letter. 


And we muſt likewiſe do Juſtice to your Houſe of Lords, that they declar d 
to the World they were of the ſame Opinion as to the Danger of delaying it, 
and concurr'd with Her Majeſty's Sentiments, That the ſettling of the Succeſſion was 
the readieſt Way to an entire Union berween the Two Kingdoms for their Mutual Se- 
curity and Advantage; as appears by their Lordſhip's Addreſs of the 29th of 
March 1704. and Her Majeſty's Anſwer to it before the Meeting of our Parlia- 
ment, which was in July after, | | 

Yet notwitſtanding all this, when the Succeſſion came to be propos'd there, 
it was ſhamefully baffled and poſtpon'd by a Reſolve for putting it off till the Scots 
bad a previous Treaty with England, in Relation to Commerce and other Concerns. 
And tho' Her Majeſty had preſs'd her Servants with ſo much Earneſtneſs to pro- 
mote the Succeſſion, yet tis very well known here, that Two Officers of State, 4 


 Commuſſioner of the Treaſury, a great many of the Council and Exchequer, with - 


lonels, Lieutenant Cvlonels, Majors, Captains, Farmers, and Collectors of the Revenue, 
and Penſioners, who ſcarcs bad any Bread to eat, but what they received from Her Ma- 
jeſty, in all about 33, not only fell in with the abovementioned Reſolve, but ſollicited 


others to do the like. *Tis alſo to be obſerv'd, that ſome of thoſe who appear'd ; 


againſt the Succeſſion had but a very little before got into conſiderable Poſts; 
and others of 'em had received Penſions by Means of the D. of 2 -—- and could 


not conceal their Hopes of being further preferr'd and gratify'd for defeating the 


Succeſſion in the Hands of the Marqueſs of Twedalez upon which they aſſur'd them- 
ſelves che D. of O — would be reſtor'd, as he afterwards was; and this made 


all choſe who had any ExpeQations from him, concur in the Deſiga of baffling 
the Succeſſion. | 


Some of their Friends did likewiſe boaſt of Aſſurances from London, that there 


would be mighty Conceſſions obtained in Favour of Scotland, in Caſe the Mat- 
ter were referr'd to a Treaty; and this gave the finiſhing Blow at once to the 
Succeſſion, tho? the Marquis of Twedate and his Friends reckon'd themſelves ſure 
of carrying it, there being 9s whom they thought they might have depended 
upon till the very Day it was put to the Vote, and the Number was much 
greater before; but many well meaning SAE 


be have impowered our Commiſſioner to give the Royal 
.< Aſſent to what in Reaſon can be demanded, and is in our Power to grant, tor 
© ſecuring the Sovereignty and Liberties of that our ancient Kingdom. 
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In Order to ſatisfie you further, that the D. of O— and his Friends, by whcfe 


Means the Succeſſion was baffled, did it not out of Reſpect to Exgland, hut from 
other Views. ?T1s to be obſerv'd, that in this very Parliament they ſuffer d the 
Act of Security for arming our People to have the Royal Aſſent, tho' they 
had Influence enough to hinder it the Year before, when the D. of O — and his 
Friends ſuffer*d it to paſs the Houſe with a Clauſe of their own inſerting, That 
a Communication of Trade ſhould be one of the Terms of their coming into the Succeſſion 55 
but this Clauſe was now left out: This, by the Way, is another Proof of the 
Inſincerity of the D. and his Friends in the Matter of the Succeſſion, ſince they 
knew England would never grant that Clauſe without an Union; but be that how: 
it will, 'was in the Power of the ſaid D. and his Friends to have hinder'd that 
Act, as well as the Settlement of the Succeſſion, had their Affection for England 
been ſuch as they. pretended. 258 1 
You know very well how much your Houſe of Lords reſented this Act of Se- 
curity, that in their Addreſs to Her Majeſty upon it in December following, they: 


ſer forth the Dangers which might ariſe from it to England, and advis'd Her 
Majeſty to ſecure your Frontier Garriſons, to arm and diſcipline your Northern 


Subjects, and to quarter Regular Troops upon the Borders of Exgland, and in. 
the North of Ireland: You remember likewiſe that a Law was made in your ſuc- 
ceeding Parliament to hinder the Importation of our Cattle into England, and 
that your Lords reſoly*d your Ships ſhould be appointed to hinder our Trading. 
with your Enemies; for which the D. of @— and his Friends had procured an 


Act contrary: to the Mind of the Squadron, as they are now called, in the Par- 


liament of 1703. as I have mentioned already. 
This Seſſion being over, the Squadron, who appeared zealouſly. for the Suc- 


ceſſion, were laid aſide, and the D. of &— was again brought into the Admi- 
niſtration 3. which proves that the Hopes of his Party, who, out of ReſpeR*ro- 


him, oppos'd the Succeſſion, were not ill founded. What follow'd was a Change 
in the Privy Council, and Matters being thus prepar'd, the next Seſſion of Par- 
liament was held in 1705. by the D. of Agile, but before it met, the Mini- 
ſters had ſeveral Meetings to concert the Meaſures they were to follow; to which 


the Marquis of Annandale, then Secretary of State, and Mr. Cockburn of Ormiſtor,,. 


then Lord Juſtice Clerk, who were zealous for the Succeſſion, were not at firſt 
call'd, which being taken Notice of they were callFd at laſt ; and together with 
Sir James Stuart, Her Majeſty's Advocate, declared themſelves for the Succeſ- 
ſion, for the ſame Reaſons upon which Her Majeſty had ſo earnſt ly recommend- 
ed it the Year before; but the reſt of the Miniſters were againſt it, and gave 
this for their Reaſon, that they could not promile to get their Friends, mean 


ing the D. of 2—'s Party, to come into it, for they would net make ſo ſrort: 


a Turn, having joyn'd in the Reſolve laſt Year to prefer the Treaty to the- 
Succeſſion, But the other Gentlemen inſiſting on it, it was agreed that the: 
Arguments ſhould be drawn up on both. Sides, and given to the Commiſſio-- 


ner to be ſent to Court, but whether he did ſo, and what the Return was,, 


his Grace is beſt able ro inform you. 


Soon after this a Cabinet Council was call'd of Six of the D. of 2 * 
Friends, and only the M. of A. and the Lord Chief Jaſtice Clerk beſides, becau 
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eee to the Succeſliion. At this Meeting twas agreec 
to ſend Two Draughts of a Letter, and Inſtructions conformable to the Two 
ſeveral Opinions, that Her Majeſty might ſign which ſhe thought beſt. And 
when Her Majeſty's Letter returned, it included both, but gave the Preference 
to the Succeſſion. Notwithſtanding which, 'twas afterwards thrown out by 
the Courtiers, as follows, Re 
Soon after the Parliament was opened, the Marquis ef Annandale, then one 
pf our Secretaries, gave in a Propoſal for the Succeſſion 3 and at the ſame Time 
' <he E. of Mar. the other Secretary gave in a Reſolve for poſtponing it, the 
' Tendency of which was to Conſider the Act paſs'd in England, prohibiting Scots 
| Cattle, &c. but they delay'd their open Proceedings againſt the Succeſſion, 
__ till all their Force was aſſembled, 'till they had certain Advice that the D. 
ef 2-— was ſet out from London, and that all his Friends were come to Ein- 
; burgh. Then about the 17th of July, they came to this Reſolve, That they 
would not. name a Succeſſor, / they had a previous Treaty with England, w:th 
' — Relation to Commerce axd other Concerns ; which was followed by another Reſolve, 
| That before they proceeded to name the Succefſor, they would make ſuch Limitations 
and Conditions of Government for the Reflificatien of their | Conſtitution, as might ſe- 
cure the Liberty, Religion and Independency of the Kingdom, This was defeating 
the Succeſſion with a Witneſs, yet none of the Courtiers ſpoke againſt this Re- 
ſolve, except the Marquis of Annandale, and Mr. Cockburn, the juſtice Clerk, 
wherein they were ſeconded by the Earl of Marchmont, who faid he look'd upon 
the firſt Reſolve as an Excluſion ; yet, being put to the Vote, it was carried by 
about 37, of which 30 were the D. of s Friends; but all this was ſo 
manag'd by Concert, that to cover the D. of 2—— it was done before he ar- 
rived at Edinbingh. | | „ 
Thus you may ſee how the Succeſſion was from Time to Time bafffed by the 
D. of Q- and his Party, and that at all Times they concurr'd in ſuch 
other Things as were ill Reſented by your Nation; but upon what Views, I muſt. 
leave to your own Judgment, after having given you this general Caution, that 
many honeſt Men, who were not entruſted with the Secrets of the Miniſtry, but 
acted as they thought beſt for the Good of their Country, did joyn in the Reſolves 
for ſecuring our Freedom and Trade, before they came into the Succeſſion, be- 
cauſe they thought if the Succeſſion were ſettled before thoſe Terms were granted, 
we ſhould ſtill continue under the Influence of ſuch a Miniſtry as would be Tools 
— any Body that had a Mind to oppreſs us, in order to arrive at an Abſolute 
O wer. ; | | : 
| now come to the Union, the Management of which was committed to the D. 
of . and his Friends; bur ſince it did neceſſarily engage us in the Proteſtant | 
Succeſſion, which | have ſvfficiently proy'd the D. of and his Friends did 
always oppoſe, ſince they had almoſt made themſelves unacceptable to the Nation 
upon many Acconnts, and ſince they had no Reaſon to expect the Squadron, whom 
They had fo much abus'd, would joyn with them; and that 'tis evident they 
could never have cart ied the Union without them, I leave it to your own Judg- 
ment, whether twas reaſonable to think that a Matter of this Conſequence could 
ſucceed in ſuch Hands, | need not tell you that many People were Enemies to it, 
on the Account of the Managers, and perhaps if it were enquired into, the Tu- 
mils which were rais'd againſt it, would be found to he t — 
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all underhand Tricks and. Oppoſition, which left no Place of Retreat to the 
D— of 2—— and his Friends, had they been ever ſo much eaclin'd co it, 
without expoſing themſelves openly to the View of the World, as profeſs'd 
Enemies both to the Succeſſion and Union. And I cannot omit» informing of 
you of what I have from a very good Hand, that their Enmity to the Succeſſion 
was ſo great to the very laſt, that had the Union been voted out, and the Suc- 
ceſſion with Limitations carried, as a proper Expedient to lay the Diſcontents 
which at that Time roſe ſo high, and to prevent a Rupture betwixt the Na- 
tions, till the Union had been more fully conſidered, our Parliament would 
have been broke up, rather than the Succeſſion agreed to. 30 ahi > 
1 muſt leave it to your own Conjecture, whether ſome of thoſe who defeat- 

ed the Succeſſion were reſtrained from doing the like with the Union, by Mo- 
tives of Fear or. Profit, or whether there was a Mixture of both; but *cis cer- - 
tain the Squadron, who have been ſo much reproached both before and ſince, 


could have no probable Hopes of Reward z for they were not employed in the 


Treaty, nor truſted with the Management of it in the Houſe, and that they 
endanger'd both their Safety and their Reputation with their Country, in whoſe 
Opinion they ſtood ſo fair, by acting as they did for the Union, is not to be 
deny'd; for as their Enemies were very induſtrious to give a wrong Turn to 
what they did in the Matter of the Succeſſion, they had the ſame hard Fate in 
their Conduct about the Union; and ſince every Body muſt allow them to be 
Men of more Penetration than not to foreſee this, I think I may be allow'd to 
have ſo much Charity for them as to ſuppoſe they acted as they did, becauſe they 
found by Experience there was no carrying the Succeſſion with Limitations, to 


deliver their Country from an oppreſſive Miniſtry, and the Danger of a Popifh 


Succeſſor, and therefore they reſolv'd to unite with England on the Terms pro- 
pos'd, as the only Way left us to come under the ſame Proteſtant Succeſſor, and 
to haye a Share in the ſame Trade and Liberty, for Want of which, by the Uni- 


on of the Crowns, we were reduc'd to a Condition of Beggary and Slavery, 


and that of the worſt and moſt contemptible Sort, ſince we were become Slaves 
to thoſe who were always Tools to your Miniſtry, and by Conſequence no 
more than the Servants of Servants, which was the Curſe inflicted upon Cham by 
1s Father TTT % oft RR 3; 75 
duch of our Nation as had an honeſt Deſign in the Union, intended the joint 
Security, Wealth and Liberty of both Kingdoms upon an equal Footing; but 
whether ſome of thoſe in both Parts of the Iſland who pretended a Zeal to puſh 
and carry it on, and to a great Share of the Merit for atchieving it, - had not 
ſomething elſe in View, and particularly to keep us ſtill under Slavery, with a 
Deſiga to ſerve old Arbitrary Principles and Views, may perhaps appear by what 
we are nom to conſider. | 5 Ep 
Nothing is a greater Proof of this than the great Effort made in Parliament 


to have the Privy-Council ſtill continued among us, which, if I be rightly in⸗ 
formed, was as great as any that ever was known to be made by a Court Party, 


and I can aſſure you that our late Courtiers endeavoured to render the Squadron 
odious among us, becauſe of their ſtrenuous Appearance againſt the Council, 
which, with the unanſwerable Arguments they urg'd in Parliament for aboliſh- 
ing it, is none of the leaſt Cauſes of all that Malice and Falſhood, which has 
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eine Yiccount of the Diviſions there. To ſay nothing of the Unreaſonablenefs to 


keep vp ſuch a Mark of Diſtinction with us, after the Sovereignty of the Two 
Nations was conſolidated ; tis known to every Man that ſince the Union of 
the Crowns, our Privy Conncil has been as Arbitrary as the Turkiſh Divan, that 
they aſſum'd a Parliamentary Power, and concurr'd with all Courts in oppreſſing 
us. Thus in King James and King Charles the Firſt's Time, they ſet up a High 
Commiſſion, which contrary to ſtanding Law, made Innovations both in Church 


and State, and brought our Lives, Fortunes and Liberties to a precarious De- 


pendance upon: the Conrt. In Charles the Second's Time they brought down 
Armies of Savage Highlanders upon the Covntry in Time of Peace, garriſon'd 
Gentlemens Houſes without their Conſent, levy'd Money for their Subſiſtence 
contrary to Law, diſpens'd with Acts of Parliament, conntenanc'd Military Of- 
ficers to try and execute Men without Jury or Record, difarm'd the Subjects 
at Pleaſure; and in King James the Seventh's Time concurr'd in thoſe Procla- 
mations which pretended to annul our Laws. In a Word, they were the In- 
ſtruments of all thoſe Grievances complain'd of in the Claim of Right, and 
even ſince the Revolution, they were ſo accuſtom'd to Arbitrary Practices, that 
they acted many Illegal Things, which it was not in the Power of honeſt Men 
among them to prevent, as they themſelves have frequently com plain'd. So that 


*tis evident to a Demonſtration, that our late Miniſtry, who you ſee plain by the 


Libel above- mention'd, expected to have had their Power continued over us, 
were angry at the Aboliſhing of the Council, becanfe it depriv'd them of a pro- 
per Handle by which they might ſtill Tyrannize over us, and influence our 
Elections, the Return of which they had cunningly got veſted in themſelves by 
the Union, had the Parliament of Great Britain thought fit to continue the Coun- 
cit. I ſhall only add, That by the Proceedings of chat Party, both before and 
Manner when 


ſince, tis eaſie to perceive, that if they acted in fuch an Atbitrar 


we had a Parliament here to call them to an Account, the would have chaſtis'd' 


us with Scorpions inſtead of Rods, and have made Uſe of their Power to make 
us all Janifaries and Spahis to ſerve the Defigns of any Arbitrary Prince againſt 
the whole Iſland; now that we have no Parliament here, eſpeciall/ if their Pow- 
er of returning our Members had been continued, for to be ſure they would have 
returned none but ſuch as ſhould either have palliated their illegal Practices or 
concurr'd with them. But bleſſed be God the Parlament of Great Britain has 
delivered us from this Voke, tho? our late Courtiers, and other People with 
you, would willingly have had it wreath'd harder about our Necks than ever. 

The Weakneſs of their Pretence, that they deſir'd the Continuance of the 


Council for ſecuring our Peace, is eaſily ſeen thro*; ſince every one knows that it 


might be better ſecnr'd by the ſame Methods as yours in England, if honeſt Men were 


made Sheriffs, and put into the Commiſſion of Lieutenancy and Peace; but their 


Sincerity in this Matter may pretty well be gueſs d at, ſince, by Her Majeſty's late 


| Proclamation, with reſpe& to our Country, *tis evident how barefac'd Popery 
and Jacobitiſm have appear'd, and how much they increas'd under their Admi- 
niſtration. Perhaps you would think it an uncharitable Suggeſtion, if any Bo- 
dy ſhould offer to ſay that ſome of our late Miniſtry deſign'd it ſhould be ſo; 
but this yon may depend on as Fact, that in many Places they have recommend- 
ed Perſons to be Juſtices of Peace, who are very unacceptable to the Country 
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at it, viz, Sir Robert Greerſon of Lagg, who was a barbarous Perſecutor in the 
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0 late Reigns, and ordered Two Women to be ty'd to a Stake within the Sea- 
of mark 'till they were drown'd by the Tide, becauſe' they would not hear the 
it | Epiſcopal Miniſters: He was alio-one of 'thoſe who murder'd People in the 
8 Fields, without any Form of Law, was lately cited to Edinburg fon Glipping 
h and Coining; upon which his Servants that were ſuſpected fled the Country, 
ch and is prov'd to be guilty of notorious Adultery, which is Death by our Law; 
- yet this Man is lately made a Juſtice of Peace, which] can aſſure you, was not by the 
n Recommendation of the Squadron, for it was not thought fit to oblige them ſo much 
> as to put their Friends into the Commiſſion. By this you may judge what Regard 
ce ſome of our late Courtiers have to the Country, they knew this Man's Character 
f- well enougb, and that making him a juſtice would occaſion Complaints, and 
ts. raiſe Jealouſies, as it has aQually done among all the Miniſters and ſober People of 


a- the Stuarty of Kircubright, for they can think no Good deſign'd to them, when 
ſuch Men are advanc'd to Authority, as have always been their profeſs'd Enemies. 
I come now to the late Invaſion, and muſt deſire you to obſerve the follow- 
ing Circumſtances that preceeded it, which perhaps may furniſh you wich ſome 
new Thoughts about the Conduct of our late:Miniſtry. The firſt Thing I would 
| deſire you to obſerve, is their Oppoſition to the Oath for Abjuring the Pretender, 
ie which carried a firſt Reading in our Parliament, and might ealily then have paſsd 
S, into a Law, had they thonght fit it ſhould. In the Second Place, be pleas'd to 

Js, remember the Indemaity procur d by thoſe Gentlemen, upon which ſo many 

| of People came over from St. Germains; and pray don't forget the Scots Plot that 
7 follow'd it, and who it was that gave ſuch Countenance and Protection to Captain 
1- || Frazer and others who had forfeited their Lives by our Laws, to come and go from 
d | France at that Juncture of Time. I hope you will alſo conſider the Encouragement 
n. given to our Nonjurant Clergy, to petition: for a Toleration, without being ob- 
d. lig d to own Her Majeſty*s Government. | muſt defire-you in the Third Place, to 
4-4 remember. that crafty. and unaccountable Oppoſition made by them in our Parlia- 
{| ment to the very laſt againſt the Proteſtant Succeſſion. Fourthly, be pleaſed to con- 
f- ſider whether the Endeavours, after the Unionwas made, to continue a Miniſtry and 
e Council over us, which were ſo ungrateful to the Nation, was a proper Method to 
) of allay our Diſcontents, and to leſſen the Number of the Pretender's Friends. In 
IS, the Fifth Place conſider. how naked we were left as to Forces; and how ill out 
h chief Garriſons were provided, when the Pretender came upon our Coaſts; 


r. and ſince tis very well known that our Adminiſtration had frequently ſtunn'd 
1e us with a Noiſe of Jacobite Plots and Fears of ſuch an Invaſion, to create a Suſ- 
it picion of ſuch as oppos'd their Meaſures, you may eaſily judge whether they 
Ee could be excuſable in not taking more Care to have us provided againſt a real 
ir Invaſion when it came; 1 ſhall not ſay any thing to leſſen the E. of Lever's 
te Conduct and Care to oppoſe that Deſcent, but I think it may be juſt ly ſaid wich- 
y out Offence, that all his Lordſhip was capable to do againſt it in ſuch Cir cum- 
* ſtances, would have ſignify'd little, had not Providence taken more Care of us 
. than our Adminiſtrators; for I ſuppoſe you are not ignorant, that had there 
5 not been a Spirit of Terror and Infatuation among the French, or fomething elſe, 
1 which is, not yet known to us, they might eaſily have landed before your Fleet 


arrived to gire them Chaſe; aud what Confuſion, Bloonſned and Danger, that 
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derable Number of our Nobility and Gentry were taken up on Suſpicion of ta- 
- vouring it; and we have Reaſon to ſuppoſe, that the Liſt of them was given 


\cept they could have purchaſed their Fayour by giving: or NS 


e I vation, you Know very well nat a conlt- 


in to your Council by thoſe Gentlemen; fo that whatever Partiality or Party 
Quarrel there might be in it, or whatever Neglect there was, in not taking "Þ 


| others, whom perhaps there was more Reaſon to ſuſpect, it muſt be charg? 


upon them, ſince 'tis natural to think that few of your Miniſtry are fufficieutly 


acquainted with Perſons and Characters here; but it was a general Obſer vati- 


on with us, that whoever advis d to thoſe Proceedings, ſeem'd rather to deſign 
a Slur upon ſuch as oppos'd our late Courtiers in their Meaſures, and to influ- 
ence our Elections, than really to fecure the Kingdom: The taking up the late 


Lord Belbaven, Mr. Fletcher and others, who had concurr'd in the Revolution, and 


were always firm-to.it, was a plain Proof of this. 1 muſt here take Notice of 


one Thing which rais'd a general Diſguſt in our Country, and that was the car- 


Tying up of all thoſe Priſoners to London. Whatever might have been ſaid for it 
at another Time, it ſeem'd to be impolitick ſo ſoon after the Union, for it call'd 
to Remembrance what is recorded in our Hiſtory of your Edward I. who, in 
order to eſtabliſn his Sovereignty over us, when John Baliol, who got our Crown 


by his. Aſſiſtance; own'd. himſelf to be his Vaſſal, he deſtroyed many of our chief 


Families, which quite ruined his Deſign, and engag'd England in a long and 
ruinous War. la ſhort, our People in general thought the carrying up of thoſe 
Lords and Gentlemen to: Zordor, look d too much like making them Trophies 


of a; Conqueſt and Subjection, and I am very apt to believe, if any honeſt Men. 


wich you went into thoſe Meaſures, *rwas becauſe they thought there was no 
Juſtice to be expected from our Miniſtry againſt a Jacobite Plot, conſidering 
their Management of that formerly called the Scots Plot, and their conſtant. 
Oppoſition to the Proteſtant Succeſſion; and upon this Account, the-ſending for 


thoſe of our Nobility and Gentry up, whom our late Miniſtry are ſuppos'd to 


have inform'd yours, were moſt like to be guilty of Treaſonable Practices, de- 
ſerves! to be thought as. great an. Inſtance of Prudence and Integrity, as it 


— 


would have been the contrary, if our late Miniſtry had been entruſted with ta- 


king their Examinations. 
But after all, to us it ſeems unaccountable, that not one Engliſhman was ta- 


ken up for this Plot and Invaſion, except what were taken at Sea. Certainly no 


Man can think that all the Diſloyalty of the Iſland lies by North Tweed, or 


that the Pretender would have attempted to come over without greater Aſſu- 


rance of Support than he could expect from the Jacobites with us. One would 


have thought that our late Scots Miniſtry had not ſo much Succeſs with their 
former Plot, as to make them fond of taking up People again for another, 
without good Evidence againſt them, or very ſtrong Reaſons to ſuſpect them. 


'Tis well for you, that your Miniſtry had ſo tender a Regard to the Liber- 
ties of the Subject as to put none of your People to Diſgrace and Expence, 


upon that Account, ſince they had no Evidence againſt them: Nor is the Cle- 


mency leſs rematkable that is uſed wich you towards thoſe that were taken in. 


the Salisbury Man of War, eſpecially ſince one of the Chief of em was under 


a former Condemnation, I am ſatisfyj d that nothing could have induc'd our 
late Miniſtry to treat them ſo civily, had they belong'd to their Province, ex- 
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Miniſtry ſtands in need of no fdeff Mealures, and tn: | M7 
any thing that may ſo much endanger your Conſtitution, as the over-turning: 
of the Freedom of Elections muſt neceſſarily do. | | 
I doubt not but you take Notice of the Libeller's Clampur againſt the Squa - 
dron, as having from Time to Time joyn'd with  Facobires, Now admitting: 
it to be true, tis tha moſt diſingenious Thing in the World for our late Cour 
tly tiers to have allow'd their Tool to mention: this, .ſince they have been fo fre- 
atl- I quently guilty of it themſelves, and. that ſo lately too, as to ſollicit ſuch who were 
ign taken up as Favourers of the Invaſion. to give them their Proxies. | 
flu- Certainly they cannot charge the Squadron to have made the D. of Qs. 
ate Brother, the late Earl of March, who liv'd and dy'd a Jacobite, Governour off 
ind Edinburgh-Caſtie; and to have turn'd out the E. of L-—», who was always taken 
of ; to be a ſtaunch Revolutioner,to make Way for. him. Twas not the Squadron who» 
ar- brought the late Lord Ballendin into Council, tho? ſo rank a Facobire, that he ſhot a. 
"it | poor Sentinel for ſaying he belong d to King Vlliam, and told him that *twas King 
Pt James Pals: *T was not they. who likewiſe brought in the E. of D—re,and the E. ot 
2, who was a known and active Jacobite : 'T'was not they who counterſign'd the 
mn Indemaity formerly mention'd, which brought over ſo many People from St.Germans = 
ief [| 'Twas not under their Adminiſtration that Popery and Facobitiſmencreagd ſo much» 


nd as to ſtand in need of Proclamations: ſince, to put a? Curb to them; but Malice 
ſe I| knows no Bounds, and is incapable of Shame : Otherwiſe our late Courtiers would 
ES never have ſuffer'd their Libeller. to charge their own Crimes upon the Squadron, 
en and particularly to tell us that they offer d to come in with the Jacobites 


10. |} againſt the Succeſſion, when *tis known to the whole Country, and appears by- 
18 the Records of Parliament, that they did all they could to get' it eſtabliſh'd, and: 
at that twas the D. of Q *s Party who; join'd with the Jacobites toj oppoſe 
Ir IB | | | 

We may ſay the like as to the Proxies, ſince the Libeller- owns his Party: 

had obtain'd ſome from thoſe that were taken up on Account of the Invaſion. 
it And. I would fain know whether it be moſt criminal to take the Aſſiſtance 
Jof ſuch Men, when it can be had, in order to reſcue our Country from an- 

oppreſſive Miniſtry, or to endeavour to obtain it by Threats and Promiſes, 

in order to continue us under Arbitrary Power, and to give any Court an: 

o Opportunity to, have all our 6: Members returnd as they pleaſe. . 
r come next to our late Elections, concerning which the Libeller charges 
> the Squadron with ſo many unfair Practices; but how juſtly will appear wien 
[* Four controverted Elections come to be debated in Parliament. In the mean 

I 
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Time you may be ſatisfy'd, that none of the Squadron could pretend to the 

Honour of being then Her Majeſty's Servants; and therefore could not threat-- 

en any Body for oppoſing them as ſuch with the Loſs of Place, Commiſſion 

or Penſion : Nor had they the Honour to be truſted. with the Secret, or Po] - 

„ fer to give in Liſts of ſuch as were thought proper to be taken up on Account 
of the Invaſion or Plot; and therefore could not put Marks of Diſgrace upon 

any of the D. of Q Friends, or ſend them Priſoners to another Country, 

that they: might not be near enough to influence Elections; nor could they cake. 

them up at home, and threatea to ſend them after the reſt if they would 

not give their Proxies or Intereſt to them. Twas not in the Power of the- 
anadron to give a Commiſſion to any, General Officer of the Army to ſend: 
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nee lilli eb er Friends ; nor had the Squadron any 
Blank Commiſſions to fill up with ſuch as would ſell their Votes to be made 


Sheriffs, Juſtices of the Peace, or other Officers. I never heard that the Squa- 


dron was charg'd wigh ſplitting Freeholds, and making fraudulent Sales of em, 
with Clauſes of Revocation, and that too after the Teſt of the Writs, in or- 


der to purchaſe Votes: Nor do I know that they e'er teaz ud and affronted Gen- 


tlemen Voters, that were known to he firm to the Revolution, by tendring 
the Oaths to them, in order to make their Loyalty ſuſpected, when they came 


to vote againſt any of their Friends. 'Twas ſome other People than the Squa- 


dron who brought Bailiffs, contrary to Law, into the Meetings of the Ele- 
ctors, to take up ſuch as voted againſt their Friends, on Pretence of Debt. 
?T was not the Squadron who had Blank Warrants to fill up with the Names 
of ſuch as oppos'd the Election of their Friends, ſent them to Edinburgh from 


far diſtant Places, kept them under Confinement for ſome Weeks, and at laſt 


diſcharg'd them without asking them one Queſtion. *Twas not the Squadron 
who brought People to vote at Elections, that could not tell where their Free- 
holds lay. Twas not they who had arm'd Men lodg?d near Places of Electi- 
on to over-awe the Electors, nor who took upon them, at their Meetings for 
electing, to determine ſach Caſes as are determinable only in Parliament. 
*T was not the Squadron who brought in a Sort of Peers of a double Capa- 
city, who ſhall both have a Right to ſit in Perſon, and to chuſe others to fit in 
the ſame Houſe with themſelves; a Sort of Peerage unknown to our Conſti- 
tution, and which in Time may prove dangerous to it, ſince any Court that 
is ſo minded may give ſo many Ergliſhmen Scotch Titles of Peerage, as will 
Put ic-entirely in the Power of. the Court, ard of the South Part of Britain, 
to chuſe all the Scots Sixteen. This, by the Way, puts me in Mind of ano- 
ther Thing that may prove fatal to our Conſticution, if it be not guarded againſt 


and that is, leſt any Court ſhould take an Opportunity to bring ſuch a Num- 


ber of the preſent Scots Peers into the Houſe, by Frgliſh Titles, as may break 
the Proportion ſettled by the Articles betwixt the Number of Parliament Peers 
in both Parts of the Iſland, againſt which 1 do nor find any Proviſion made 
by the Treaty, with reſpe& to either of the united Kingdoms. For the Name 
of Great Britain is not like to have Charm enough to make Men forget the par- 
ticular Intereſt of that Part of the Iſland where their Property lies. I ſhall 
add, that 'twas not the Squadron who countenanc'd the voting of any Peer 


in chuſing others, who by his Poſt muſt be a Judge of Points of Law rela- 


ting to Elections, which looks too like making a Man both Judge and Party. 

In ſhort Sir, you may eaſily perceive by thoſe Hints what Hardſhips we lie 
under, as to the Matter of our Elections, with reſpe& to the Lords, and how 
dangerous tis to let any Court or Faction have an Opportunity of returning 
our 16 according to their own Humour. | 


come now to the Elections of our Commons, as to which there are abun- 
dance of Complaints and no doubt you will hear enough of it e're long at 
the Bar of the Honſe, to convince you that Care muſt be taken to prevent 
Bribery, Threats and Promiſes, and to ſecure the Elections of our Cemmon- 

ers againſt the Influence of our Lords and Courtiers. Von may perceive by 
the Union Act, that our Burrovghs are divided into 15 Claſſes or Diftrias, 
8 of which have 5 Electors each, and the other 6.) Dine 
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Knight Baronets, on Perſons who had neither Merit nor Eſtate to ſupport the 


plain that when the Number of Electors is ſo few, it gives an edhe Opppor- 
tonity for Bribery z beſides the Handle ic affords the Preſident of each Meet - 
ing to return himſelf or his Friend, which I humbly conceive is againſt the 
Equity of the Law; that does not allow a Sheriff to be a Member, becauſe 
of the Opportunity he has of playing Tricks in the Return. oy £ 
As to the chuſing of our Barons, or Knights of Shires, 'tis not indeed ſo 
liable to Bribery ; yet conſidering that the Electors are few in Compariſon of 
what they are with you, Corruptions of that Nature may be much more eaſily pra- 
ctic'd here than in England: All which together will convince you of the 
Neceſſity of making ſome good and effectual Laws; to fecure the Freedom of 
our Elections againſt ſuch Practices as have been too frequent among our late 
Courtiers; otherwiſe, inſtead of having either our Liberty or yours ſecur'd 
by the Union, both of 'em may be endanger'd, and our 61 Lords and Come 
mons may be form'd into a Battalion, at any Time to attack Aagna Charta, 
and join with Courtiers to make any future Prince as abſolute as the Freuch 
King. You ſee What "Efforts the D. of . — and his Friends have made 
to get the whole into their Power, and by their endeavouring to poſſeſs the 
Queen with an Opinion that our antient Conſtitution was an Encroachment 
on the Prerogative, as appears by the D. of @——'s Letter to the Queen, 
of Auguſt 11th, 1703. Printed in the Proceedings of the Houſe of Lords about 
the Scots Plot. You may be fatisfy'd they had no Deſign to ſapport the 
common Liberty of the Iſland, by having that Power in their Hands. 
By this. Time I doubt not you are very well ſatisfy'd that we had Reaſon 
to wiſh for a Deliverance from the Hands of fuch Men; and that if we be 
ſtill continued under the Influence of their Miniſtry, or that of Men of the 
ſame Stamp, we' loſe the chief: Thing we aim'd at by coming into the Uni- 
on; and inſtead of having more Liberty, are made greater Slaves, in which 


ICaſe your Priviledges cannot be long lir'd. They have peerd and polFd us 


'till we have nothing left to be a' Bait for their Avarice; fo that now they 
muft think of preying upon you, if you do not take Care to prevent it. 
The Truth of this would appear very plain if the Parliament of Great Britain 
ſhould think fit to appoint a Committee to enquire how the Equivalent has 
been manag'd and ſhar d; this is ſo large an Inſtance, and falls fo naturally 
under the Enquiry of the United Parliament, that one would think there 
needs no more but to name it; and perhaps this might open ſuch a Scene of 
Tyranny and Oppreſſion, and of Tricks put both upon Court and Country, as 


few Ages have heard of the like: Reſumptions of Grants is a Thing very 


agreeable to our Conſtitution, as will appear to any Man that caſts an Eye 
vpon our Statute Book, and if an Enquiry were appointed how the Lands 
and Rents of the Crown of Scotland have been diſpos'd of, ſince that Party 
had the Adminiſtration in their Hands, and ſuch Grants revoked as have been 


Imade to Perſons of no Merit, or for no valuable Conſideration, it might eaſe 


the Country of ſome of their Taxes, and afford the Crown a conſiderable Support 
out of What is properly its own, but now ſqauander'd away by laviſh Grants 
unfairly obtained: And as they made bold with Her Majeſty's Revenues, they 
made as ill Uſe of Her Honours, conferr'd Patents of Peerage, and of being 


Expectations we had conceiv'd from ic, as to put the Common Adminiſtratic 


Inſtead of impairing the Credit of any Men he attacks, he has leſſen'd his 


you, if they be not prevented. I hope the Uaited Parliament will conſide 
There is no 3 Deſign, which Men preferr'd to Honour and Riches b 
ſuch undue Methods, are not capable of, and that the vaſt Expence which, ſuc 
an indigent Nobility and Gentry, and Officers of the Army, that may be return 
ed to ſerve in Parliament, muſt be put to by coming from hence annually te 
London, lays them open to Tentations to ſel] their Votes to any Court or Fa 
Trion that is able or willing to be at the Charge of the Purchaſe, and ho 

fatal that may be to Britiſh Liberties you may ealily judge. la ſhort, if the 
Trade of our Country be not encouraged, and ſuch Deſigus againſt it as above 

mentioned prevented, it may reduce us to the like deſperate Attempt of ma | 
king an entire Surrender of our. Liberties to the Crown, as was done former! 

by the Danes and Swedes, ia Hopes that the Court may treat us better that 
-our late Miniſtry have done. 

I ſhall conclude with this one Reflection, that if the Adminiſtration be not 
put into ſuch Hands as promoted the Union, not out of any ſelfiſh Deſign, but 
Purely to ſecure the commou Liberty of the Iſland, and into the Hands of 
thoſe who have now join'd them in that Noble Deſign, you and we may 
both have Cauſe to repeat that ever it was made. At the ſame Time I a 
heartily glad to hear of a Change of that Sort already begun with you, anc 
hope it will be univerſal thro' Great Pritain and Ireland, and that we ſhall not 
Have the hard Fate to be continued under any thing which looks like a fe 
parate Adminiſtration, that may give any Man the ſame, or a greater Influence 
Over us than what our late Miniſtry had, tho' under different Names, for that | 
is as much inconſiſtent with the Union, and will as effectually diſappoint th 


of the United iſland into the Hands of ſach as either with you or us have dif: 
covered their Averſion to a real Union, and taken all poſſible Methods rc 
make it ineffectal, ſince they perceive by aboliſhing the Council of Scorland,and ta 
king the Power of the Scots Returas out of their Hands, that they cannot no 
make ule of it to carry on their Arbitrary Deſigns, and to fupport an Intereſt in 
the Court different from, or rather oppoſite to that of the Country, as they did 
of the ſeparate Parliament of Scotland, ſo long as they had it in their Management. 
] did not think it neceſſary to inſiſt upon the Vindication of any of the par- 


- ticular Perſons whom the Author of the Account of the Elections in Scotland) | 
has aſpers'd in his Libel: For his Malice and Falſhood are ſo obvious, and the 


Perſons he reflects upon are ſo well known to the beſt Men of the Ifland, that 


own, if ever he had any, expos'd himſelf to be laugh'd at by every Body here; 
and has diſcovered ſo much of his own Weakneſs, and that of his Part 
as would ſooner raiſe a Man's. City than his Reſentment. | 39 -! 

I ſhall trouble you ao further, than to aſſure you that I have been fo far from ta 
king his. ſlander ing Method, that I have advanc'd nothing againſt his Party, but 
what either appears upon our Records, or is ſo wel} known, that it can't be deny'd 

Nor h:vel ſaid all that I.could, which perhaps his Parrons may know, if the) 
Will venture to employ him, or any other co contradict what | have wrote here 


I am 


S1R, S 


